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Dear families: 

I know that during this school closure there are many questions, few clear answers and much uncertainty about what is to come.  We are all 
trying to make the best of a difficult and confusing situation. 

After many conversations with staff and the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), I would like to provide you with what 
answers I have at this point: 

Will the District observe Spring Break? 
Yes.  All staff who normally do not work during Spring Break will not be expected to work.  This will mean that any services such as food 
distribution and academic enrichment will not be provided between April 6-10. 

How do we access food for our kids? 
Each day, Monday through Friday (except April 6-10) all students may get a free breakfast and lunch at their bus stop.  Deliveries occur 
between 9 and 9:45 every day.  Please see the drop-off schedule on our website.  If you are not able to meet the bus, food is also available at 
the Reclamation Church, Smokey Point Community Church, Jake’s House and the Faith Lutheran Church.  For questions about food, please 
contact Jeannette Hamilton at 360-631-2556. 

If I am a healthcare professional or a first responder, how do I access free child care? 
Free child care is available for healthcare professionals and first responders at the Arlington Boys & Girls Club.  Please call 360-435-4442 to 
register your children. 

How will the District provide academic opportunities for students? 
Consistent with state guidance, we will be providing enrichment opportunities in academic areas starting with supplemental district resources 
during the week of March 23rd.  Such opportunities will be designed for students to retain previous skills and knowledge.  The opportunities will 
be provided online and in paper form.  

We realize that many families who want online access have limitations around access to technology or the Internet. We are working now to 
distribute Chromebooks and Wi-Fi hotspots to those families who have indicated a need and a desire.  We plan further outreach to ensure that 
all families have a chance to make their interests clear. A more detailed communication will be coming from our Teaching and Learning 
Department the week of March 23rd. 

What services will be offered to students on IEPs during the closure? 
We will be providing enrichment opportunities for all students during the closure.  We will not be providing specially designed instruction. 

With regard to IEP reviews, re-evaluations and initial IEPs that fall during the closure, a more detailed communication will be coming from our 
Special Education Department the week of March 23rd. 

Will state testing still occur? 
No. State testing will be canceled statewide for the remainder of the 2020 school year.  The tests that have been canceled include: Smarter 
Balanced Assessments (English Language Arts and Math) for grades 3–8 and 10; Washington Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-
AIM) English Language Arts and Math for grades 3–8 and 10; English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA21); Washington 
Comprehensive Assessment of Science for grades 5, 8, and 11; Washington Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-AIM) Science for 
grades 5, 8, and 11; WIDA Alternate ACCESS for English learners; and WaKIDS for Transitional Kindergarten.  All have been canceled. 

Will there be Advanced Placement (AP) testing? 
Yes.  Students will be able to take AP tests from home.  A schedule of testing opportunities will be forthcoming. 

When will the 2019-20 school year-end? 
Up to this point, OSPI has said that the school year will not be extended beyond June 19th and is expecting that any make-up days will be used 
to compensate for days missed during the closure.  Per OSPI guidance, we are planning to make-up one school-day on May 22nd and to hold 
the last day of school on June 19th.  Unless the state provides different direction, we are not planning to change the date of graduation. 

How will the closure impact graduating seniors?Seniors on-track for graduation will still be on-track.  We are awaiting guidance from the 
state concerning what will be asked of students and school districts to ensure requirements are met.  Specific guidance on this question is 
expected on Monday, March 23rd.  You will receive further communication about the specifics of the guidance next week. 

Again, I recognize that these questions and answers may not address all of your concerns.  As we get more clarification from the State of 
Washington, we will pass that along to you.  Thank you for your patience and partnership. 
  
Stay safe and healthy, 
Scott 


